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and dishonesty. Again and again they read of such incidents in the Press,
in the wall newspapers of the institution in which they work. They don't
like them. They denounce them. They clamour for severe punishment
of the guilty and the recalcitrant parties. Yet with all the shortcomings
and inadequacies of the collectivised economic system, they not only
approve of it, they will fight to the end to maintain it. Let there be no
misconception on this point.

One of the many reasons for the volcanic hate of Germans in the presenc
war is that in occupied territories they establish, under German control,
private ownership in industry, in trade, in land. No sooner do the Russians
reconquer a community than the old institutions, with no sign of opposition
even on the part of older folk, reappear and resume their interrupted
functions.

The ban on private enterprise is the mainspring of Russian ideology and
therefore also the mainspring of Russia's new nationalism. To view this
nationalism solely or chiefly in terms of the nationalism of pre-revolutionary
Russia or of countries that rest their economy on private ownership in "the
means of production" is to misread the intent and the nature of the changes
that time and the war have wrought in the thinking and the living of the
Russian people.

In 1913, according to the Russian JJttk Encyclopedia, the so-called bour-
geoisie, the businessmen of the country, constituted 15.9 per cent of the
population, In 1928, the first year of the Plan, the percentage dropped to
j. In 1937 it was zero* It has been zero since then, and there is nothing
on the Russkn horizon even now, red as it is with the fire and blood of war,
to warrant the assumption that it is likely to be changed.

Since the private owner has vanished, who are the leading figures in the
Soviet plant, and how do they administer their functions ?